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pects of the movement and of current opinion. In
a speech at this time Buxton declared that he wished
it to be distinctly understood that it was his firm
and unalterable resolution to devote all his life and
his efforts to advocating the cause of the slaves,
and " I will persist," he said, " in that course in
spite of opposition, unpopularity, obloquy, or false-
hood." In 1826 he presented a London Petition
against slavery, signed by 72,000 persons. In the
same year, news of the evils of the Slave Trade in
Mauritius, which had recently been ceded by France
to Great Britain, led to his bringing the question
before Parliament. It was proved that the Slave
Trade still prevailed in the Colony in all its horror,
and he vividly depicted the almost indescribable
cruelties of the voyage of the slaves from Africa to
the island. His health at this time was completely
broken. A year or two later, the disclosures made
by Dr. Philip in South Africa as to the enslaving of
the Hottentots led to his bringing forward a motion
in Parliament on the subject, which resulted in their
liberation. In the year 1830, when Anti-Slavery
feeling was making steady progress, it had become
clear to the advocates of abolition that all attempts
at gradual abolition were useless, and that only com-
plete abolition would bring about the desired result.
The struggle went on until 1833, when the absence
from the King's Speech, in the first Session of the
Reformed Parliament, of any reference to Abolition
caused consternation among Anti-Slavery leaders,